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pairment, and hence there was a confusion introduced into
the subject from which it has not yet been freed.

Thus as a result of Galton's influence, there grew up a school
of thought which held that the overmastering importance of
heredity in determining the characters and achievements of men
had been proved and that it was known what steps could be
taken to mould the race in the future. Moreover, value was
attributed to certain characteristics without due consideration,
and the valuable characteristics were supposed tD be present in
greater amount in the upper than in the lower social classes.
These opinions hardened into something like a creed, and
eugenic societies sprang up in many countries to spread the faith.
But until the foundations of the science of heredity had been
securely laid, all that was justified was a belief that human racial
or inherited qualities were of importance and that they could ulti-
mately be shaped by rational control as desired, at least up to
a point. Most biologists, aware that this was so, stood aside from
the eugenic movement, and many do so still. Thus the leaders
of that science upon which eugenic propaganda has been based
have not been prominent in the movement. This is not to say
that they have been hostile; they probably thought for the most
part that the importance of heredity would ultimately turn out
to be large and that public policy should be directed to securing
sound racial stock. But they were unwilling to commit them-
selves when the investigation of inheritance was in its infancy.

The investigation of inheritance has been actively followed
since the beginning of the present century, and the pursuit of
the clue found by the abbot of the Augustinian monastery
at Brunn, Gregor Mendel (1822-84), has yielded remarkable
results. Indeed, it has been the pursuit of the sciences of physics
and heredity which has produced the most outstanding results
in the whole field of science during the present century. It is
no exaggeration to say that the mechanism of inheritance has
been unveiled. But this revelation is not the end of the search.
It is one thing to understand a mechanism for distributing
qualities and another to describe and classify the qualities. This
is in"outline the state of our knowledge of human heredity; we